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MILITARY SPECIFICATIONS 
MIL-P-19644 C—Plastic Molding Material 

(Polystyrene Foam, Expanded Bead). 
MIL-R-21607 C—Resins, Polyester, Low Pres-

sure Laminating, Fire Retardant. 
MIL-P-21929 B—Plastic Material, Cellular 

Polyurethane, Foam-In-Place, Rigid (2 and 
4 Pounds per Cubic Foot). 

MIL-P-40619 A—Plastic Material, Cellular, 
Polystyrene (For Buoyancy Applications). 

[CGD 79–167, 47 FR 41372, Sept. 20, 1982, as 
amended by CGD 95–072, 60 FR 50467, Sept. 29, 
1995; CGD 96–041, 61 FR 50733, Sept. 27, 1996] 

§ 160.010–2 Definitions. 

Buoyant apparatus. Buoyant appa-
ratus is flotation equipment (other 
than lifeboats, liferafts, and personal 
flotation devices) designed to support a 
specified number of persons in the 
water, and of such construction that it 
retains its shape and properties and re-
quires no adjustment or preparation 
for use. The types of buoyant appa-
ratus generally in use are the box-float 
type and the peripheral-body type de-
fined in paragraphs (b) and (c) of this 
section. 

Box-float. Box-float is buoyant appa-
ratus of a box-like shape. 

Commandant (G-MSE–4). Commandant 
(G-MSE–4) is the Chief of the Life-
saving and Fire Safety Standards Divi-
sion, Marine Safety and Environmental 
Protection. 

Peripheral-body. Peripheral body is 
buoyant apparatus with a continuous 
body in the shape of either an ellipse or 
rectangle with a circular, elliptical, or 
rectangular body cross-section. 

Inflatable buoyant apparatus. An in-
flatable buoyant apparatus is flotation 
equipment that depends on inflated 
compartments for buoyancy and is de-
signed to support a specified number of 
persons completely out of the water. 

[CGD 79–167, 47 FR 41372, Sept. 20, 1982, as 
amended by CGD 95–072, 60 FR 50466, Sept. 29, 
1995; CGD 96–041, 61 FR 50733, Sept. 27, 1996; 
CGD 85–205, 62 FR 25545, May 9, 1997] 

§ 160.010–3 Inflatable buoyant appa-
ratus. 

(a) Design and performance. To obtain 
Coast Guard approval, an inflatable 
buoyant apparatus must comply with 
subpart 160.151, with the following ex-
ceptions: 

(1) Canopy requirements (SOLAS Chap-
ter III, regulation 38, paragraph 1.5 (III/ 
38.1.5)). It does not need a canopy. 

(2) Capacity (Regulation III/38.2.1). The 
carrying capacity must be not less 
than four persons. 

(3) Floor insulation (Regulation III/ 
39.2.2). The floor may be uninsulated. 

(4) Stability (Regulation III/39.5.1). It 
does not need stability pockets. 

(5) Righting (Regulation III/39.5.2). A 
reversible one does not need arrange-
ments for righting. 

(6) One with a capacity of 13 or more 
persons must be reversible, with the 
floor arranged between the buoyancy 
chambers so that the apparatus can, 
floating either side up, accommodate 
the number of persons for which it is 
approved. One with a capacity of 12 or 
fewer persons must either be reversible 
in the same manner, or be designed so 
that it can be readily righted by one 
person. 

(7) One with a capacity of 25 or more 
persons must be provided with self- 
bailing floor drains. If the floor of a re-
versible one includes one or more 
drains, each drain must be arranged to 
completely drain the floor of water 
when the device is fully loaded, and 
must prevent water from flowing back 
onto the floor. 

(8) If the buoyancy tubes are not 
vivid reddish orange, vivid yellow, or a 
fluorescent color of a similar hue, pan-
els of such hue must be secured to the 
buoyancy chambers so that a minimum 
of 1 m2 (11 ft2) is visible from above the 
apparatus when it is floating either 
side up. 

(9) Boarding ramp (Regulation III/ 
39.4.1). Boarding ramps are not required 
if the combined cross-section diameter 
of the buoyancy chambers is 500 milli-
meters (mm) (19.5 in.) or less. An appa-
ratus with a combined cross-section di-
ameter greater than 500 mm (19.5 in.) 
requires boarding ramps as follows: 

(i) For an apparatus with a capacity 
of less than 25 persons, at least one 
ramp must be provided; 

(ii) For an apparatus with a capacity 
of 25 or more persons, at least two 
ramps must be provided; and 

(iii) The boarding ramps required by 
this paragraph must allow persons to 
board with either side of a reversible 
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